Gus J. Solomon Inn of Court, Group 4 (Febmai‘y, 2008) Jury Pool Diversity: Fact or Fiction
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practice may extend back to 1992

“It was just because the return  said it was wrong to automatically

‘on our summonses was so small,”. exclude people over 70 from the,
Lamvik said. “Somebody at- - juror pool, but he said the practice

~ tempted to be helpful and efficient ‘was an aberration that did not
and decided that was the way to ‘have a significant impact on the
go.” S makeup of juries, . -
»+ Lamvik said names of people ‘Huckleberry said

over 70 were withdrawn last year . ity of citizens older than 70 exercise

as well. She’s not sure if potential ~their statutory right to be excused -

;jurors were excluded in prior years. from jury duty, therefore dropping . not only deprives them of their

“right to ‘serve on juries, it deprives .

The. county received an updated "‘those names from the jury rolls ex
 List of 6,500 pqtenna} jurors from .’ cluded only a very small nurhber o

the state on April 2 " -7 "~ 4 people who wanted to serveli i
. “I couldn't exactly pinpoint the" ' “If I were 70, I don’t want some-
date of when it started,” she said. .

hasn'tbeen able to verify that. . /. . less thana minute to fixit,” +** *
Judge ‘Robert J.- Huckleberry, = 'He also said he discussed the

presiding judge in Lincoln County, problem with other Lincoln Coune -

‘the vast major=""

“one making that decision for me,”
Jade said she thinks the practice - Huckleberry said.'“When this was--
may extend back to 1992, but she brought tomy attention, it took me -

ty judges, and the consensus was
‘that they were surprised. . ¢

. “A"good number of people who'

serve as, jurors leave the impres-
sion they are that age or older,”
Huckleberry said. o

1y, said excluding elderly residents

the legal system of their experi-
ence,’ " o

. “One persbh older than 70 can -

come in and, based on their life ex-
perience, provide valuable input to
.other people on the jury that may
get other people on the jury to talk
about things they would not have
talked about,” hesaid. . ‘

+: :Frank Stoller, a defense attorney -
from The Dalles who has tried cap- -
ital murder cases in Lincoln Coun--

Stoller also wondered whether
this is an isolated incident unique .
to" Lincoln. County, or if other
groups of people are being ex- .

cluded elsewhepe. ~ -

“What happens,” he said, “if you'
have a clerk who says, ‘We don’t
get much of a response from peo-
ple over 60.” Or, ‘We don't get a re-
sponse from people involved in

commercial fishing’- It guts the

whole . ‘constitutional . protection -
that an individual charged with a

crime has in terms. of having an

impartial jury of his or her peers.”"
You can reach Matt Sabo at

541-754-5622 or by e-mail at mat-

t_sabo@hotmail.pom.' o

e

T g i [N S



. ‘ 71
+ OPINION, B4
. +OBITUARIES, B6

X w i'{ §|s SECIL§«E : ‘

ansses
cossncasoneses

1

‘RESE BOTTOMLY

|
|

- 503-221-8'434

G
1 AAIQ cnliitolvr oo

'SATURDAY ¢ MAY 25, 2002

Jury: Separate
- case depletes
~ candidate pool

| * Continued from Page Bl

" calls to make sure someone could
pick up her preschooler in the
afternoon before a deputy fun-
neled her into a courtroom, “This -
is no fun, but it's what we have to |
do,” she said. x
> Judge Brownhill apologized for |
the ‘inconvenience once everyone |

~ -was seated:-"T know a lot of you" |
were nabbed off the street.”
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With' 12 jurors required for the
i case, the court typically calls up to
. three times the minimum so attor- *
"I neys have 4 large selection of pos-

| siblejurors. -

A murder trial, also set for the [
same day, depleted the pool of
1. possible jurors, forcing the court to
! take to the streets for extra jurors,
said Kristi Hagey, the trial court ad-
ministrator. '

Hagey could not recall the last
time the court had resorted to on-
| the-spot random juror summon-
! ing but said it is a typical proce- |
| dure in Umatilla County, where
| - she had been the deputy district

attorney. - . e .

Sheriff Raichl said his staff is
asked to round up prospective ju-
rors every few years, Deputies try
to find out whether people have
¥ medical ‘or child-care issues before

sending them to the courthouse,

he said. . ,

By noon, attorneys had narrow-
“ed the jury down,.retaining six of
. the people pulled from the street,
Thomason’s fishing trip was a
bust, but he said the roundup was
an eye-opener. o R b
| “This was an educational event |
? for me” he said. “Everybody
should go through this to better
understand how the county court-
* house works.” . :
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